
The purpose of the forum was for me to solicit student opinions on a variety of topics and to give Aero Students an op-
portunity to speak on anything else that was on their minds. 

         
 
       
      b.      New Flight Training Facility 
 
                         i.      Emil Buehler Foundation - $1.5M Grant to                 
Build 12,000 sq ft Flight Training Center Building 
                        ii.      AIP, FDOT, and MLB Airport Funding to 
Build Hangar, Ramp, Parking 
                       iii.      Broke Ground on Ramp last Month, Break 
Ground on Building Nov 07 
                        iv.      Anticipated Move in: Fall 08 
       c.       New Aircraft Fleet 

                            i.      RFP Released April 10 
                           ii.      May 31 Proposals Due 
                          iii.      June 30 Aircraft Selection 
                           iv.     Expect First Deliveries: Fall 07 
                             v.     Complete Turn-over of Fleet by Fall 08 
3.       Comments on Individual Classes/Faculty/IPs 

4.       Student Recruitment/Retention 

        a.       What Brought You to FIT? 
        b.      Why Do You Stay? 
        c.       Why Have other Students Left FIT? 
 
5.       Discussion on the Formation of a Student Advisory 
Board 

6.       Anything Else Anyone Wants to Address 
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This message is directed to FIT College of Aeronautics Students, Faculty, Staff, Alumni, and 
Friends:  I send this first communication to all FIT College of Aeronautics constituents as a report 
on the recent Student Forum that was held the evening of April 10, 2007.  The forum was spon-
sored by Women in Aviation International, with pizza and drinks provided.  We had about 55 stu-
dents in attendance and discussion on selected topical areas was excellent.  Thank You to all who 
participated. 

 

Agenda and Topics for discussion included: 

1.       CoA Academic Programs (Question: Why are you 
in this program and how do you expect it to prepare 
you for your career aspirations?) 

a.       Bachelor’s Programs 
                             i.      Aviation Management (with/withoutFlight) 
                            ii.      Aeronautical Science (with/without Flight) 
                           iii.      Meteorology  (with/without Flight) 
                           iv.      Computer Science 
       b.      Master’s Programs 
                              i.      Aviation Human Factors (on-campus and 

on-line) 
                            ii.      Airport Development and Management 
                           iii.      Applied Aviation Safety 
        c.       Ph.D. Programs 
                               i.      Science Education with Aviation Focus 

2.       Update on Flight Training Operations 

        a.       Current Issues 

                                i.      Scheduling: Efforts to buckle down 
                          scheduling and completion of flight  
                          training activities.                                
                   ii.      Completing Courses: The End Goal 
                             iii.     Carrying Flight Courses into Summer, 
                          Housing issues 
                             iv.      Instructors Getting Jobs: Good and Bad 
                          News for Students 
 

mailto:http://coa.fit.edu�
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Additional Information for All: 

1.       I appreciate everyone’s support as I settle into this position as your Dean of Aeronautics.  I am very pleased to 
be here to help YOU make the College, its programs, and graduates the best they can be.  I expect to help bring 
this College back to prominence as a leader in Aviation Higher Education Programs in the Nation, if not the 
World. 

2.       An Alumni Leadership Forum is being planned for April 27 on campus to discuss and collect data on the issues 
reported above, including the formation of an Alumni Advisory Board and eventually an Industry Advisory 
Board. 

3.       Aero Faculty will go on retreat on May 1, following the Alumni Forum, to start the development of a Five Year 
Strategic Plan….stay tuned. 

4.       For those that haven’t noticed, the “stink” in the Skurla building has finally been fixed, thanks to Facilities Man-
agement personnel for finally putting their “best noses” on the job. 

5.       The College of Aeronautics now has two well deserved “professors” amongst us.  Congratulations to Professors 
Nat Villaire and John Deaton. 

6.       And finally, the College of Aero has recently launched an On-Line Master’s Degree in Aviation Human Fac-
tors.  Anyone interested in more information or applying for admittance, contact Dr. Nat Villaire at: Vil-
laire@fit.edu  

 
Please feel free to email me for comments or questions at: KenStackpoole@fit.edu. 

 
I look forward to working with all of you to make the College of Aeronautics at the Florida Institute of Technology 
“bigger and better” than ever. 

Important Messages to Students as a Result of 
the Forum: 

1.       We have scheduled another student fo-
rum to specifically address the new 
flight fee payment system: Tuesday, 
April 24, 6:30pm, Skurla A-110.  
Please RSVP to Tamara at: 
tgray@fit.edu to let us know if you plan 
to attend.  We will have food and drinks 
for those that attend. 

2.       Aero 3 will be offered this Summer, 
please visit, call, or email Dr. Cain to 
express your interest… jcain@fit.edu  

3.       We will schedule monthly Student Fo-
rums such as this one, even through the 
summer for those that stay.  We will also 
elect a smaller Student Advisory Board 
that meets regularly with CoA Manage-
ment to discuss and act on issues or 
problems raised during the forums. 

If you have any pictures or information you would like to share for use in the College of Aeronautics,  
The Aero Flyer,  please send them to Tamara Gray at tgray@fit.edu.  

Dr. Nathaniel Villaire and Dr. John Deaton have 
been promoted to Professors.  Congratulations to 

you both! 
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