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Homecoming Update 
Thursday, October 15 - Saturday, October 17, 2009 

The College of Aeronautics is planning for a big homecoming celebration 
with exciting guests and activities. The keynote speaker for the George M. 
Skurla Award Luncheon will be our own College of Aeronautics 1974  
graduate, Robert M. Ball, A.A.E. Mr. Ball was the recipient of the George M. 
Skurla Award in 1999 and most recently the 2009 Aviation Professional of 
the Year. He is currently the Executive Director of the Lee County Port  
Authority, in Fort Meyers, Florida. The George M. Skurla Award Luncheon is 
on Friday, October 16, at noon in the John and Martha Hartley Room. 
 
Friday evening we will host our annual hangar party at 6:00 p.m. It will be 
held at our new facility, the Emil Buehler Center for Aviation Training and 
Research. In addition to food and music, we will have an auction and raffle 
to raise money for our College Scholarships and student organizations. 
  
On Saturday, October 17, the College of Aeronautics, FIT Aviation and  
Florida Tech R.O.T.C. will host Aviation Day from 9:00 a.m. ς 4:00 p.m. at 
the Emil Buehler Center for Aviation Training and Research. Featured static 
ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ CƛǊǎǘ CƭƛƎƘǘΩǎ 9/-мор 9ǳǊƻŎƻǇǘŜǊΣ .ǊŜǾŀǊŘ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ  
B-нлс IŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ !ǊƳȅ DǳŀǊŘΩǎ /I-пт ά/ƘƛƴƻƻƪέΣ aƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ CƭƛƎƘǘΩǎ 
DC-3T, Civil Air Patrol C-182, and numerous other civilian, military, and 
ƘƻƳŜōǳƛƭǘ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ 
area, food, and many student and professional organizations on hand.  
 
For more information:   http://aviation-day.com/ 
 

http://homecoming.fit.edu/ 

http://aviation-day.com/
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Recruiting and Alumni  
Coordinator Joyce Tsairis has 
gone back to her passion as as 
an event planner at Crowne 
Plaza beachside. The college 
faculty and staff took Joyce to 
aŜƎ hΩaŀƭƭŜȅΩǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŀǊŜǿŜƭƭ 
lunch. We would like to wish 
Joyce all the best in her new 
job! 
 
Alum, Ryan Tenny, is our new 
Recruiting and Alumni  
Coordinator. Ryan graduated 
from the college in May with a  
degree in Flight Management/
without Flight. Please help us 
welcome Ryan to the college. 
 

Dr. John Cain has decided to 
become a nine month faculty 
member and the Chair of the 
ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  
 
Dr. Korhan Oyman is the new 
Associate Dean/Division  
Director.  
 
 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
change, if it is in the right  
ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 

Winston Churchill 

Administrative Changes 

The Falcons flight team won the American Airlines Safety Award 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ нллф bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ LƴǘŜǊŎƻƭƭŜƎƛŀǘŜ CƭȅƛƴƎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ όbLC!ύ 
Safety and Flight Evaluation Conference (SAFECON). The  
conference was hosted in May by Parks College of St. Louis  
University. ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ bLC! ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ну ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  
leading collegiate aviation programs and 335 pilots. The pilots 
flew into St. Louis from across the country to participate in this 
event.  
 
Sponsored by American Airlines, the American Airlines Safety 
Award is given annually by NIFA to the flight team that  
demonstrates the safest practices during SAFECON and at the 
ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ōŀǎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  
 
PHOTO: Falcons faculty adviser Steve Cusick is second from left. 

Flight team, from left: Greg Fratantaro, Conner Shea, Nick 

Blouin, Tony Ferendo, David Callender, Tim Wing, Will Rae, Andy 

Greco, Matt Wentz and Chris Egan. 

Falcons Flight Team Wins National 

Safety Award for Third Time in Four Years 

From left: Korhan Oyman, John Deaton, 
Stacia Young, Lyn Cain, John Cain, Joyce 
Tsairis, Steve Cusick, Winston Scott, 
Tamara Gray and Paul Davis. 
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The Passing of Our Friend and Colleague 

Associate Professor Richard John Adams 

Richard "Rich" John Adams of Williamsburg, Virginia and Arlington, 
Virginia, passed away on May 1, 2009. Richard Adams was born in 
Brookfield, Illinois and received his B.S. in Aeronautical Engineering 
at the University of Illinois, his M.S. in Mechanical Engineering from 
the University of Florida, and his Ph.D. in Human Factors Engineer-
ing from the University of Central Florida. 
 
Adams was an associate professor of aeronautics at Florida Institute 
of Technology for 8 years and in 2000 he won the professor of the 
year award. He found teaching exhilarating and loved his students. 
Most recently he was as a research psychologist for the Federal 
Aviation Administration, Flight Standards Division, working on  
synthetic vision, the Small Aircraft Transportation system, and  
unmanned air vehicle projects. He was instrumental in the research 
and the writing of numerous technical reports on Aeronautical  
Decision Making for commercial pilots, EMS pilots, and hospital 
l administrators. 
  
! ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ aŀǎǎ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŦƻǊ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ .ŜŘŜΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ 
Williamsburg, Virginia at 2 p.m., on Monday, May 18th, 2009, just 
shy of his 67th birthday. In lieu of flowers, the family requests  
donations be made to Alcoholics Anonymous, P.O. Box 459, New 
York, NY 10163. 

FIT Aviation Hosts the Florida  
Aircraft Expo  

FIT Aviation hosted the 2009 Florida Aircraft Expo on Saturday, May 23.  
 
The Florida Aircraft Expo was an opportunity to see the latest models of  
general aviation aircraft all in one place! Vendors included Diamond Aircraft, 
Piper, Remos, Liberty, Mooney, Cirrus, Plane & Pilot, TBM850, Leading Edge 
Aircraft Sales, Precision Air Center, Priceless Tugs, Pilot Journal, Big South Fork 
Airpark, Premier Aircraft Sales, Advocate Consulting, Florida Husky Sales, 
Cessna, Light Sport America, Precision Aviation Group Inc and Financing by 
AIM.  
 
On hand were manufacturer's representatives, tax experts, insurance  
professionals and finance officers-it was a one stop opportunity to get  
answers on all questions about buying an airplane.  

Associate Professor  
Richard John Adams 



The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) announced that our 1994 
alum, Brian Delauter, has been selected to serve as the agency's acting  
general manager of the General Aviation Branch effective July 12, 2009. Brian 
received his BS in Aviation Management with Flight and was a member of  
Pi Kappa Alpha while at Florida Tech. 
 
Brian served as the federal security director at Savannah International  
Airport before being selected for this new position. His experience includes 
more than fifteen years in the aviation community as a general aviation pilot as 
well as a commercial aviator with Northwest Airlines. He currently holds  
multiple FAA licenses including commercial single engine land, commercial 
multi engine land, airline transport pilot, and flight instructorτsingle  
engine, multi engine and instrument. 
 
In his new position, Brian will use his extensive general aviation experience in 
government and private industry to lead the TSA's strategy to enhance security 
within the GA sector and reduce the risk of misuse of general aviation assets 
by developing identification capabilities including positive pilot and aircraft 
identification.  

Congratulations to our Alum  

Brian Delauter  
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Alumni 

News 

Robert M. Ball, A.A.E. Named 2009  

Aviation Professional of the Year 

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) honored 
Lee County Port Authority (LCPA) Executive Director Robert 
M. Ball, A.A.E, as the 2009 Aviation Professional of the Year. 
This award is given to an active aviation professional who has 
made a significant and continued contribution to Florida 
 aviation during the year and throughout their career. 
 
The award was presented at the recent Florida Airports  
Council (FAC) annual conference in Miami. Ball was previously 

given this award in 1998 and is the only airport professional to have received 
this prestigious honor twice. 
 
For the complete press release:  
http://issueswire.com/releases/2009/09/prweb2880974.htm 

http://www.amtonline.com/article/article.jsp?siteSection=1&id=8770
http://www.amtonline.com/article/article.jsp?siteSection=1&id=8770


Flyer 0903 

Who would have thought there 
would be field trips in college?  
Well, Dr. Cusick likes to keep 
things interesting.  I took his 
Aviation Safety class this past 
summer.  On the syllabus, it 
said we would be going on a 
field trip.  He announced that 
we would be going to Patrick 
Air Force Base to check out the 
!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜΩǎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  
Everyone was excited! 
  
After Dr. Cusick and every  
student had a background 
check, we were all cleared to 
get onto the base on July 1.  
Our host for the afternoon was 
Mr. James Fidler, Aviation 
Safety Officer of the 45th Space 
Wing.  He met us at the gate, 
and we followed him into the 
base.  My class met Captain 
Paul Carpenter, USAF  (an FIT 
grad) a Helicopter SAR Pilot for 
the 920th Rescue Wing.  He 
showed us a slideshow and 
video clips about what he and 
his men do.  

Aviation Safety Class Visit to  

Patrick Air Force Base 
 

By Jordyn Agostini, Senior  

Florida Tech  

College Of Aeronautics 

They are mainly used for  
rescue missions.  They had a 
huge impact on rescuing  
Hurricane Katrina victims in 
New Orleans.   
 
When the slideshow was  
finished, Captain Carpenter led 
us onto the ramp, past four  
C-130s, and out to an H-60 
Blackhawk Helicopter.  We all 
took turns in the cockpit and 
explored the aircraft.  Captain 
Carpenter and Mr. Fidler were 
an extreme help in answering 
our questions.  After a couple 
class pictures in front of the 
Blackhawk, our field trip to  
Patrick Air Force Base had 
come to an end.  
  
The Aviation Safety Class is very 
grateful to Patrick AFB for  
taking time out of their day to 
host us.  Finally, thank you to 
Dr. Cusick for putting this all 
together and showing us the 
operational side of Aviation 
Safety. 

Faculty and Staff Say Good-Bye to  

Ismael Cremer 

Ismael Cremer was not only a student but also a college roll employee 
with the college for 3 ½ of the 4 years he attended Florida Tech. Ismael 
became an important part of our office, always helping where and when 
he was needed. Ismael graduated May of this year with an aeronautical 
science with flight degree. He leaves us to go to KAUST University on a full 
ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΦ ²ƛǘƘ ōƻǘƘ ǇǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŘƴŜǎǎ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ 
good-bye to Ismael and wish him all the best in his future endeavors. 

Ismael surrounded by COA faculty. 


