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The College of Aeronautics opened its 
new flight operations building, The Emil 
Buehler Center for Aviation Training and 
Research at Melbourne International 
Airport on February 20, 2009.  
 
The center is located on eight acres at 
the airport and consists of a main  
building of 12,240-square-feet and a 
14,000-square-foot hangar. The new center was possible following a $1.5 million gift 
from the Emil Buehler Perpetual Trust of Paramus, N.J. In addition to flight training, 
the building will have human factors and a simulation lab. The building will also  
accommodate a fixed-base operation with space for 44 aircraft on the apron for  
student use and for aviation services to the local population.   
 
Special features of the center include spacious classrooms, simulators, a student 
ƭƻǳƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƛǊŦƛŜƭŘ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳΣ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ǇƛƭƻǘΩǎ ƭƻǳƴƎŜΣ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀǾƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƛƭƻǘΩǎ 
lounge, conference and briefing rooms, a room for weather/flight planning and  
offices for general operations. It also provides plenty of parking for employees,  
students and customers. 
 
The dedication was a memorable event that had 
more than 400 community leaders, students, 
university supports, alumni, faculty and staff in 
attendance. To enhance this special occasion, 
surviving members of the famed Tuskegee  
Airmen and the members of the Daniel 
ά/ƘŀǇǇƛŜέ WŀƳŜǎΣ ¢ǳǎƪŜƎŜŜ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ  
present. 
 
The College of Aeronautics and F.I.T. Aviation 
would like to thank the Emil Buehler Perpetual 
Trust for making this new center possible and we look forward to  
continuing a relationship that will benefit the ongoing growth of our shared  
commitment to aviation.  
  

Emil Buehler Center for Aviation Training And 

Research Dedication! 

From left, George Weaver of the Emil 
Buehler Perpetual Trust ; Richard  
Ennis, executive director of the  
Melbourne International Airport;  
Anthony Catanese, Florida Tech  
President and Winston Scott, Dean 
College of Aeronautics. 

Tuskegee Airmen Members with  Winston 
Scott, Dean, College of Aeronautics. 
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The Florida Institute of Technology College of Aeronautics honored  the Tuskegee 
Airmen on February 19, 2009 from 4:30 to 6 p.m. in the Gleason Performing Arts  
Center. Members of the Orlando-ōŀǎŜŘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ ά/ƘŀǇǇƛŜέ WŀƳŜǎ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ 
of the Tuskegee Airmen were present. Mr. John Gay, President of the chapter was 
the guest speaker and Dr. Catanese and Capt. Scott presented awards and  
recognition gifts to members. 
 The chapter is named for James who, in 1975, became the first African 
American to reach the rank of four-star general. He served in the Korean and  
Vietnam wars, died in 1978 and is buried at Arlington National Cemetery. 
 The Tuskegee Airmen, during World War II, overcame extreme prejudice 
to become the first African-American military airmen in the United States. The 
black airmen who became single-engine or multiengine pilots were trained at Tus-
kegee Army Air Field in Alabama. 
 Approximately 50 Tuskegee Airmen chapters across the country keep 
alive the memory, sacrifices and patriotism of the first black military airmen. 

ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
participation and  
development, moving 
history forward and  
making the world a 
better place.    
 
Other winners include: 
Dr. Mary Bonhomme, 
Associate Provost for 
Online Learning; 
Ken Droscher, Associate 
Vice President  

In celebration of 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ aƻƴǘƘΣ 
Melissa Rego was one of 
the recipients awarded 
the Joan Bixby Award on 
March 24, 2009. The 
award is presented in 
acknowledgment and 
celebration of the  
courage, conviction and 
resolve of those who lead 
by example and in so  
doing, enhance the 

 Advancement/
Executive  Director 
Alumni Association;  and 
J. Carey Gleason,  
Assistant Vice President 
for Community Relations 

COA Honors the Tuskegee Airmen 

Melissa Rego Receives Joan Bixby Award for Second Year 

Members of the Daniel 
ά/ƘŀǇǇƛŜέ WŀƳŜǎ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊΣ  

Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. 

Melissa Rego 

IN THE BAND  

hǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŘŜŀƴΣ ²ƛƴǎǘƻƴ {Ŏƻǘǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ /ŀǘŀƴŜǎŜΩǎ ōŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 
Ŏŀƭƭ  ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ ά¢²L¢/I¸Φέ ¢²L¢/I¸ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǊƻƴȅƳ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ƴŀƳŜǎΦ 
In great demand, they have performed at the campus picnic, fund raisers, and 
parties.  They will be at the King Center on April 4, 2009.  Dean Scott plays the 
trumpet, guitar and vocals. TWITCHY is, from left, Jamie Younkin and Alan 
Rosiene, Humanities and Communication; Winston Scott, College of Aeronautics; 
Tom Waite,  College of Engineering; President Anthony J. Catanese; Ivica 
Kostanic and Fred Ham,  Electrical and Computer Engineering; and Cliff Bragdon, 
University College.  
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In Denver, Colorado on  
February 26, 2009 several 
alumni from Florida     
LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΩǎ 
College of Aeronautics 
actively participated in 
the program for the 2009 
Airport Planning, Design 
and Construction  
Symposium, hosted     
annually by the Airport 
/ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƴŘ 
the American Association 
of Airport Executives. 
 
Evan Futterman Ωту ς  
Futterman Consulting,  
currently serves as the 
Chairman of ACC and 
gave welcoming remarks 
during the opening      
session. 
 
Amy MacPhetres Ωфо ς 
Jacobs Consultancy, 
served as moderator for 
the first General Session 
ƻƴ ά¢ǳǊōǳƭŜƴŎŜΣ LƴƴƻǾŀπ
tion and Risk Looking  

.ŀŎƪǿŀǊŘΦέ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
General Session, Amy 
introduced Rick Busch Ωтп 
ς  Director of Planning for 
Denver International   
Airport, who delivered a  
presentation on the 
growth of Miami and 
Denver International  
Airports over the years. 
 
Ken Page Ωфл ς  
Corradino Group, served 
as Track Host for the      
Planning Sessions,       
responsible for the  
planning and organization 
of the various panel  
topics, moderators and 
panel members. 
 
Jonathan Hand Ωлл ς 
PBS&J, was a panelist for 
the Planning Track and  
presented a basic  
introduction into the 
world of airport planning. 
 
 

Dr. Dave Byers Ωту κ Ωлп ς 
College of Aeronautics, 
served as moderator for 
the Terminal Landside 
¢ǊŀŎƪ tŀƴŜƭ ά9ƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ 
Non-Aeronautical     
wŜǾŜƴǳŜǎΦέ 
 
As part of his panel, Dr. 
Byers introduced Neil  
Ralston όΩфтύ ς Colorado 
Springs Airport, who  
delivered a presentation 
of the planning and  
development of the  
!ƛǊǇƻǊǘΩǎ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ tŀǊƪΦ 
 
Over 600 international  
airport management  
and development                
professionals attended 
ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳΦ  
 
 
 

College of Aero Alums Shine at Airport Development 
Symposium 

 by Dave Byers 

Alums turn out for 

symposium: 
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College of Aeronautics Students Earn  
Student of the Year Employee Awards! 

Two College of Aeronautics students were awarded for their hard work and dedi-
cation for the jobs they perform on campus. On April 15th Ismael Cremer, a col-
lege roll for the College of Aeronautics, received the Student of the Year Award 
for College Roll and Victor Conde, a work study for University College, received 
the Student of the Year Award for Work Study.  The College of Aeronautics is  
extremely proud of Ismael and Victor for being exceptional employees while 
maintaining excellent academic studies. Congratulations to you both! 

Isamael Cremer and  
Gary Hamme 

Regine Diehl, Victor Conde 
and Gary Hamme 


